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STAFF RECRUITMENT 

м 

With much excitement about recruiting quality staff, we are working through the first 
round of staffing appointments which are the leadership positions.  The positions  that 

we have advertised and are working through are: 

1. Assistant Principal, with a focus on Teaching and Learning. 

2. Student Coordinator who will have the day to day responsibility of  overseeing Year 

7. 

3. A Learning Support Coordinator, who will assist special needs and gifted and      

talented students. 

4. Three Studies Coordinators who initially will oversee multiple roles before            
specialising in their area of speciality as additional Studies Coordinators are       

employed as the College grows.  These three positions will be:  

§ Religious Studies/Ministry. 

§ English/Humanities (HSIE)/Creative & Performing Arts and Languages. 

§  Mathematics/Science/Technology & Applied Studies and Personal                   De-

velopment  Health & Physical Development. 

 

The quality of applications for the Assistant Principal, Student Coordinator and Studies 
Coordinators have all been outstanding.  A rigorous employment process is  being    
followed to differentiate between the applicants so the best person for this particular 
community are appointed.  I am confident that early next term I can confirm these     
appointments and introduce them to you as we begin the process of integrating them 

into our community. 

As with the Learning Support Coordinatorôs position which has been readvertised, we 
will not be appointing unless we are 100% confident that we have the right person for 

this unique position and for this very special community.   

IMMERSON TRIP 

This Saturday, I will be on a plane to Kenya with the Executive Director Michael Slattery on an immersion trip.  This will be my 4th 

overseas immersion trip and the third in the last four years.  The other immersion trips have been to Poland/Hungary, South Africa 

and India.  With justice and compassion being two of the four Gospel values underpinning our Foundation Plan (the other two   

being Love and Truth), it is important that as the Principal that I seek out opportunities for our students to service building          

relationships within and beyond the College, including with overseas communities.  I look forward to sharing with you my            

experiences and discussing possibilities of our students developing links with overseas school communities.  Today will be my last 

day for this term.  I will back on duty on Tuesday 18 July.  The Office Manager, Rachel Quirk, will be here until the end of the week 

and will return on Monday 17 July. 



OUR SACRED SPACE - 

OUR LADY OF          

PERPETUAL HELP ICON 

  

н 

As you enter our Office at 39    

Heritage Drive, you will notice our 

Sacred Space.  This space reflects 

the centrality of the Catholic faith to 

St Bedeôs Catholic College.        

Included in our Sacred Space are 

the beautiful gifts given by the 

Catholic Schools Office ð the    

Bible, the San Damiano Crucifix, 

and the Foundation Candle.       

Religious symbols are expressions 

of our Catholic faith.  

Recently, we have added óOur  

Lady of Perpetual Helpô (OL of PH) 

Icon which was given to all        

participants at the Annual  Catholic 

Schools Principals Conference.   

Over the next few newsletters, I 

will give a short explanation of 

each of the symbols visible on our 

Sacred Space, commencing with 

the OL of PH Icon.  Icons are     

created for the purpose of offering 

access, through the gate of the 

visible to the mystery of the invisi-

ble. Icons are created to lead us to 

the inner room of prayer and bring 

us close to the heart of God. 

The original icon of OL of PH is a 

Byzantine icon that is believed to 

have had its origin in Crete which 

was inspired from a painting that 

no longer exists, by John the   

Evangelist, ñShe who knows the 

wayò. 

At the invitation of Maitland      

Newcastleôs first resident Bishop, 

James Murray, the Redemptorist 

community made their first       

Australian foundation at Singleton 

in 1882 (Wonnarua land). They 

brought with them a copy of the 

icon, and OL of PH was named our 

diocesan patroness. The         

Wonnarua people helped the    

explorers find their way from   

Windsor to Wollombi and broke 

though into the Hunter Valley in the 

district of St Patrickôs Plains.  In 

2008Richard Campbell painted the    

Aboriginal depiction of Our  Lady of 

Perpetual Help in the days prior to 

World Youth Day. 

In the icon we see:- 

¶ The Rainbow Serpent: Creator 

God, The incarnation, the Word 

made flesh. In Christ srethe 

Greek words ñSARXò & 

ñPNEUMAò the flesh and Spirit 

(Breath of God). 

¶ The Meandering River: Creator 

Spirit, weaving its way from the 

womb of the creation totem,   

reminds us that Gods reveals 

himself with constancy through 

creation. 

¶ The twin totems of the Eagle, 

Kawal,  are cradled within water 

holes, reminding us of times of 

drought and times of             

flood - abundance and starva-

tion. Kawal holds the implements 

of Christôs passion: the nails     

pointing to the hurts we          

carry ;the hyssop stick dipped in 

vinegar pointing, to the            

bitterness of life. 

¶ Mary and the Christ child:  

Placed in the centre of the icon, 

Mary reflects the importance of 

Mother earth. As she caresses 

Jesus close to her heart, she 

presents Jesus as the way to live 

a life of Ecological Conversion, 

the truth of the harm we have 

inflicted upon mother earth and 

we are called to new ways of 

living life in communion.  



ST BEDEôS SPORT 
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With so many of our incoming students having a great love of sport, there 

will be a weekly sports afternoon in addition to scheduled Physical         

Education Personal Development & Health (PEPHE) classes next year.  

We have opted for a weekly Friday afternoon sports model to allow us to 

compete regularly with our friends from St   Peterôs Maitland who also have 

Friday afternoon sport.  Teachers employed at St Bedeôs will be expected 

to  contribute to this very important part of our College life in catering for the 

full range of abilities and interests of students. 

As per the presentation at Wednesdayôs Information Sessions,           

Cheerleading will be one of a number of activities running on a  Friday   

afternoon.  Courtney Turton from óOxygen All Stars Australiaô will be      

running  subsidised weekly classes for beginning and current athletes at 

Beresfield.  We have aspirations of replicating what Oxygen All Stars     

Australia  achieved with St Catherineôs Singleton a few years ago when 

their school team went on to become national champions. 

One of a number of competitive sports that we are confident of running next 

year is Rugby League.  After being invited to attend the U/10ôs Knights All 

Schools Rugby League Knock-out by one of our great incoming parents, I 

witnessed first hand the breath of talent and energy of our future St Bedeôs 

students by watching a very competitive Our Lady of Lourdes team go 

down in a cliff-hanger quarter final game with a controversial try being 

scored by the opposition after the full-time bell.  Whereas I was              

extremely impressed by the skill level and determination of the team, I was 

even more impressed by their sportsmanship and maturity in accepting a 

controversial decision.  Thank you to the players and parents for making 

me feel so welcomed at the event and we look forward to entering a St 

Bedeôs team in the knock out next year. 

Last Thursday evening I had the pleasure of attending the Annual Diocesan musical showcase, Diosounds, at the Civic Theatre 

stage.  Now in itôs  eleventh year, over 500 students from the 11 secondary Catholic schools across the Hunter, took to the 

stage in both the matinee and night show performances in front of more than 3000 people. 

"Broadway Melodies and Hollywood Harmonies"  was this year's theme and featured performances made famous on stage and 

screen, such as Mama Mia!, Dirty Dancing and Matilda, and songs from films such as La La Land, Sister Act 2 and Pitch Per-

fect. 

The quality of the performances was nothing short of spectacular and St Bedeôs was welcomed as being the new  and 12th  

Catholic Secondary school that will open next year.   With the strong musical background of some of our incoming 2018        

students, the employment of a high standard and committed music and performance teacher will be a priority when we begin 

the recruitment of non-Coordinator teachers later in the year.  I have indicated that St Bedeôs will be a new entry next year with 

the youngest group of performers, so I encourage our musical and dance orientated students to continue to improve their skills 

as theyôll be on the big stage next year. 

DIOSOUNDS MUSICAL 



 

STUDENT INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Hayley Robinson  is a current 

House Captain from Maitland 

Christian School.  Hayley        

particularly enjoys being a buddy 

to a Kindergarten girl and loves 

playing soccer.  Hayley is looking 

forward to working within a flexi-

ble personalised learning environ-

ment and making some new 

friends.  

HOPING TO MAKE NEW FRIENDS 
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WILL BE A FORCE IN OUR SPORTING TEAMS  

ENGAGING LEARNING SPACES AT ST BEDEôS 

 

BRING ON THE CAMP TO MYUNA BAY 

Thomas Thorpe from  St        

Aloysius is a high energy positive 

your man who thrives on chal-

lenges. An academically strong 

student, Thomas is a House Cap-

tain and this year was the overall 

sports  age champion at St      

Aloysius.  In addition to playing 

representative soccer and cricket, 

Thomas enjoys playing the guitar 

and will be looking forward to join-

ing a St Bedeôs music group. 

Hayley Colling from St Aloysius 

is a House Captain and loves   

energetic activities, including ice 

skating and soccer.     Hayley is 

enjoying learning art and hopes 

that  learning at St Bedeôs will be 

fun.  Hayley likes the furniture 

being used at St Aloysius and will 

look forward to a contemporary 

learning culture being developed 

at St Bedeôs. 

Thomas Yager  is a polite and     

determined young man who attends 

St Aloysius.  With the family having 

moved from Raymond Terrace to 

this area at the start of the year, 

Thomas will be used to adapting to 

new learning environments.  Thomas  

enjoys scouts and will be the ógo to 

guyô at the Camp as his scout group 

recently got lost for over four hours 

in Myuna Bay.   

  


